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uniting against the invaders! and the Franks lacked an
adequate army to make any great expedition possible. Raids
on the part of the Turks continued to be frequent, and there
were many Christians who believed that it was wrong not to
try to slay the infidel on every possible occasion and who
insisted on forays into the infidel territories. But sucfe minor
military adventures were regarded by the men of the twelfth
century as a normal part of life, and almost every country
in Christendom was at this period more disturbed than the
Holy Land.
The interval of comparative peace was valuable to the
Franks.    For the first twenty-five years after the establish-
ment of the Latin states in the East, there had been con-
tinuous outbreaks of war in some part or other of the country,
and domestic affairs urgently required attention m a land
disorganised by fighting.     The Pope and  the Patriarch
demanded that the immorality among the settlers should he
stamped out, and pointed to the visitation of locusts and a
plague of rats from which the country had suffered severely
as the first signs of God's displeasure,    Two years after
Baldwin II ascended the throne, a council was held at Nahius
to deliberate upon the state of the Holy Land*    In addition
to the king, it was attended by the Patriarch (Garimond),
most of the bishops, a number of the more important lords,
and Hugh de Payens, Master of the Temple.    The council
produced a remarkable document of twenty-five articles, in
which reference is made to the appalling sexual degradation
among the people and the general depravity of their lives,
and an awful vengeance is foretold unless a reformation
speedily takes place.
Most of the crimes against which the council inveighed
were rampant in every country in Christendom, but some of
them were peculiar to the East,   The moral fibre of the"
Westerners weakened under the hot sun of Palestine, and
unnatural vices were not uncommon among them.   The

